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 Background:   

Baring a few differences, West Africa
as issues of governance and reform 
efforts made by governments
entrench democracy and promote human rights, it must be recognized that political 
strategic failures have accumulated in terms of security sector reform and governance in West 
Africa.  

For over a decade now, recurrent threats continue to weigh on democratic institutions in the 
region due to attempts at 
republican order. Thus, in the specific cases of C
management of the pre and post electoral cris
serious violations of human security and posing challenges to the international community, 
initiatives aimed at reforming governance in the security sector are 

  

Policy markers, the international community and West African civil society actors 
fulfil their obligation to engineer the necessary transformations to guarantee the citizens of 
these two countries a secure social and political space based on values such as justice, respect 
for public and individual freedoms and fundamental rights, especially 
transparent elections.  

It is therefore necessary that in the case of C
information and training initiatives are implemented 
transition process for the benefit of t
policy makers, elected local officials
media, opinion leaders and political parties.  

 The Regional Office of Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES) and the West African Network on 
Security and Democratic Governance (WANSED) have been working together since 2004 to 
build the capacity of the target gr
sector. It is in this regard that they are organizing in Abidjan, C
workshop on the theme:  

  :  

Security Sector Governance Reform in West Africa: What contribution to the Democratic 
te d’Ivoire and Guinea?   
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“Security Sector Governance Reform in West Africa: What contribution to the Democratic 
Transition Processes in Côte d’Ivoire and Guinea?”   
  
Objectives of the Abidjan conference:  

The objective of this conference is to create a framework for exchange and brainstorming on 
the role of the Security Sector Governance Reform in the democratic transition processes in 
Côte d’Ivoire and to pursue this initiative on the same issue in Guinea in November 2011.  
The conference aims to:   
  

• Conduct an analysis of the Democratic Transition Processes in Côte d’Ivoire and 
Guinea while assessing the response capacity of countries, ECOWAS, the 
International Community and civil society to obstacles that emerge during these 
processes;  

• Analyze the DDR process in Côte d’Ivoire as well as recent national reconciliation 
initiatives in this country;  

•  Assess the democratic gains or setbacks observed in Guinea in the normalization of 
political life in this country ; 

• Review the state of democracy and human rights in the two countries while taking 
into account their specific context;  

• Form an Ad hoc Group on Security Sector Reform in Guinea comprising experts at 
the workshop; 

• Plan actions to encourage the Security Sector Reform in Côte d’Ivoire and Guinea 
based on an advocacy framework document specific to each of the two countries.    

 

Expected results:  

• The Analysis of Democratic Transition Processes underway in Côte d’Ivoire and 
Guinea, backed by an evaluation of the response capacity of the countries, ECOWAS, 
the International Community, is conducted ;     

• The DDR process in Cote d’Ivoire, as well as recent national reconciliation initiatives 
in the country,  is analyzed ;  

• The democratic gains or setbacks observed in Guinea in the normalization of political 
life of this country are assessed.    

• The state of play of democracy and human rights in the two countries within their 
specific contexts is determined.  

• The first session of the Ad hoc Group on Security Sector Reform in Guinea is held ;    
• The Ad hoc group made up of experts at the workshop on SSR in Côte d’Ivoire is set 

up;     
• Actions to promote Security Sector Reform in Guinea and Côte d’Ivoire based on the 

advocacy framework document specific to each country are planned.  
  

Methodology: 

Experts will present papers on the various themes to serve as background for the debates and 
reflections. Two working groups will be formed after the presentations in order to deepen the 
topics addressed and draw the relevant lessons:  



-  A working group on DDR, SSR and human rights in Côte d’Ivoire;   

- A working group on the democratic transition in Guinea, SSR initiatives and human 
rights issues.   

 

Simultaneous interpretation (English/French) will be provided.  

This conference which will last for four days will include a working session between FES 
and WANSED leading to the official signing of the MoU between the two institutions.  

FES will provide logistic support for the annual meeting of WANSED Executive Committee 
which will be held after the Abidjan workshop. A press conference will conclude the said 
workshop.   

  

Participants: 25  

The « Abidjan Conference » will bring together about twenty participants comprising experts, 
diplomats, civil society actors from Guinea and Côte d’Ivoire, ECOWAS officials, members 
of WANSED and the FES team from Abuja, Abidjan and Conakry.     


